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YOUR HOUSE TO HOUSE NEWS

The Board and staff of Wigwamen Incorporated are heartbroken by the discovery of the
1,665 deceased and undocumented children at former Indian residential schools throughout
Turtle Island .
As one, we extend our deepest condolences to all First Nation, Inuit and Métis communities for the loss of
countless children that were abducted and taken to residential schools, never to be seen again. And as one,
our thoughts are with our residential school survivors, their families, and all who mourn from learning about
this traumatic event.
During this time of reflection, we urge everyone to learn more about the legacy of Canada’s Indian residential schools and the lasting impacts they have caused on Indigenous communities, as well as the 94 Calls to
Action contained in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s final report.
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Indigenous History Month

This year, in honour of Indigenous History
Month, the Cultural Supports Program coordinated all culturally relevant Indigenous events,
led by Indigenous Artists and teachers. The
workshops included: a Strawberry Moon Painting workshop, an Ojibwe Introductory Language Class, and Sacred Hand Drum making.

Painting by:
Rosie Garcia

Beginning with a Sacred Fire, we honoured the
lives of several residents who had passed away
during the pandemic and the children discovered and undiscovered in residential schools.
The ceremony took place at Wigwamen
Waabnong and was led by one of its residents,
Jennifer Jeff.

Painting by:
Candace Perrault
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Wigwamen Summer Giveaway!
What's the best way to kick off the summer? By having a Summer Giveaway, of
course!
On July 13th, Wigwamen Waabnong hosted the very first Summer Giveaway for residents in Scarborough! The Cultural Supports
Program Team was delighted to receive donations from The Body Shop, Lush and the
Peaceful Night Quilter’s Guild to give to the
residents. The team also received items such
as toys, clothing and toiletries to give away to
the residents.

Wigwamen Waabnong resident and her children at the Summer Giveaway

Is there another giveaway
in store?

Rosie Garcia enjoying her new medicine
wheel quilt.

We were able to successfully donate an estimated 200 items to residents. With success
like that, the Cultural Support Team believes
that another giveaway will be in store in the
next coming months. Stay tuned for more
information on our next giveaway.

Want more information on
Wigwamen’s Events?
Contact Bridget Reeves at (416) 996-5870
or email culturalsupports@wigwamen.com
to receive event posters and notifications.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Our Last COVID-19 Summer?
We have finally reached stage 3 of reopening!
Although we are at the last stage of Ontario’s Reopening Plan,
we are not out of the woods just yet! Vaccination clinics are
still available for adults and children 12+.
If you have not been vaccinated yet, find the nearest clinic
location to you and book your appointment today through the
city’s website: https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/.
Make sure to check transportation support options to get
free rides to your appointments!

TD Summer Reading Club 2021
To keep kids and families busy with fun trivia, storytelling, comics, jokes, and more, TD Bank has
created an interactive platform for children to access great and easy learning resources. You can
visit their website at: https://www.tdsummerreadingclub.ca/activities

Fair Pass Transit Discount Program
Do you ride the TTC? The Fair Pass Transit Discount Program
can reduce the cost of taking the TTC, saving adult transit riders
33% on single fares ($1.10) or 21% on monthly passes ($32.75).
If you are between 20-64 years of age and currently receiving
income assistance from Ontario Works (OW), Ontario Disability
Support Program (ODSP), and/or are a low-income recipient of a
Child Care Fee Subsidy through Toronto Children's Services, you
could benefit from the Fair Pass Transit Discount. To apply for –
and use – this discount, you will need a PRESTO card. To learn
more and apply for the discount, visit: toronto.ca/transitdiscount
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Community Members
Reclaiming your Indigenous Name
On June 14th, the federal government announced that effective immediately Indigenous People can now apply to reclaim
their traditional names on federal documents like passports,
status cards, permanent residency documents, and social
insurance cards. There is no cost to do so until May 30, 2026.
After this announcement, several provincial governments
followed and you can also reclaim your name in all Ontario
identification cards.
For more information on changing your passport, please go
to https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugeescitizenship/services/canadian-passports/change-name.html

Painting with Moses
Moses Lunham (Anishnaabe) is a First Nation artist
from Kettle and Stony Point First Nation. Moses realized he had a gift from a young age and wanted to
share it with others.
Moses studied graphic art and design at Fanshawe
College and graduated in 1999. Moses felt that painting was more of his passion and began teaching classes to people. In 2015, Moses was awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award for his art from the Anishnaabek Nation
Moses continues to offer art classes through different
Indigenous organizations and can be followed on
Facebook at Moses Art.

The Change is Here
On July 26th, Mary Simon became Canada’s 30th
Governor-General and is the first Inuit woman to become a
representative of the Queen. When being sworn in, Simon
pledged to make a difference in addressing Reconciliation,
Equality, Mental Health and Climate Change.
Simon’s previous roles include being President of Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami, Chairperson of the National Committee
on Inuit Education, President of the Inuit Circumpolar
Council, and Canadian Ambassador for Circumpolar
Affairs.
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WIGWAMEN Incorporated provides safe and affordable housing to hundreds of Indigenous
and non–Indigenous families, singles, and seniors throughout Toronto and Ottawa.

Congratulations!

• The Terrace (127 units for Indigenous seniors)
14 Spadina Road, Toronto, ON, M5R 3M4

• 20 Sewells Road (92 units for Indigenous/ non-Indigenous
individuals & families) Scarborough, ON, M1B 3G5

• 228 Galloway Road (60 units for Indigenous/ nonIndigenous individuals & families)
Scarborough, ON, M1E 5G6

• Pam Am (145 units for Indigenous/ non-Indigenous individuals & families) 75 Cooperage Street,
Toronto, ON, M5A 0J5

• Scattered Housing (for Indigenous families) 218 homes
located throughout the GTA

• Place Perrault (41 units for Indigenous/ non-Indigenous
individuals & families) 205 Eric Czapnik Way,
Ottawa, K1E0A5

Sandra Micall
Waqar Ahmed & Munna Rao
Alisha Mohammed
Rebecca King
Aaron Pootosh
Mark Thorpe
Ray Varrin
Stella Enosse
Carol McWatch
Nadiffa Jama
Michelle Maye
All tenants who pay their rent in full and on
time are automatically entered for a chance
to win a $50.00 prize!

• 55 Thora Avenue (20 units for Indigenous individuals &
families) Scarborough, ON, M1L 2P7

• 3738 St. Clair Avenue East (22 units for Indigenous
individuals & families) Scarborough, ON, M1M 1T7

• 525 Markham Road, Scarborough, ON M1H 3H7

Wigwamen Maintenance
Families & individuals of Indigenous descent should fill
out Wigwamen applications that are available:

If you have a maintenance issue, please contact
your building manager. If you do not have a
building manager on site, please call the Head
Office at 416-481-4451.

By mail: call 416-481-4451 to request; or
Online: at www.wigwamen.com

You must submit proof of legal status in Canada and a
copy of either your Status Card or an Affidavit of
Indigenous Descent for Housing Purposes with your
application. Affidavits can be obtained from Aboriginal
Legal Services of Toronto.

Online Maintenance Request Form:
www.wigwamen.com/housing/maintenancerequest-form/

This newsletter issue was compiled by Brenda
Aviles and Bridget Reeves .

MIIGWETCH!

Non–Indigenous Families & Individuals should fill
out an application that is available:

Special thanks to the following for their assistance in
offering suggestions, forwarding content, reviewing
drafts and giving feedback during the process of
compiling this issue of Wigwam to Wigwam:

By mail: call 416-981-6111 (Toronto)
or 613-702-5358 (Ottawa) to request a form

Aliza Tan, Angus Palmer, and Amber Seager.
Online: at www.housingconnections.ca (Toronto)
or www.placeperrault.ca (Ottawa)
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Printed on FSC-certified recycled paper.
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You must submit proof of legal status in Canada and
your income with your application.
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