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INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL
SURVIVORS LEGACY CELEBRATION
On October 9, 2018, Wigwamen Staff member
Cindy Chen attended the Indian Residential
School Survivors Legacy Celebration at Nathan
Phillips Square. This celebration was the unveiling of a vision of an Indigenous space that
is for teaching, learning, sharing, and healing.
For more information please visit:
https://irsslegacy.com/
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th Annual Wigwamen Tenant Picnic

Each year Wigwamen Incorporated hosts a picnic at Christie
Pits Park. In its 18th year, tenants and staff alike came
together to enjoy food, fun, and sun.

Delegates Visit 75 Cooperage
This past November, Wigwamen was honoured to
have ONPHA delegates tour our Pan Am building
as part of the 2018 ONPHA Conference.
The Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association
leads, unites and supports a strong communitybased affordable housing sector that helps to
build vibrant, healthy and diverse communities
for all Ontarians.
For more information, please visit:
www.onpha.on.ca

ONPHA delegates touring the 10th floor terrace at 75 Cooperage.
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ONPHA’S KATHLEEN BLINKHORN ABORIGINAL STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP

supports
Aboriginal students living in non-profit housing in Ontario. Each scholarship winner receives $1,000 for use towards their post-secondary education costs, like
tuition, books, technology and transportation. In 2019, with the generous support of Enbridge, ONPHA is excited to be able to offer this scholarship to 10 Aboriginal students.
For more information and to apply, visit: ONPHA.ON.CA/KBLINKHORN

Apply by Friday, June 21, 2019

Wigwamen
Each year, Wigwamen awards scholarships to tenants enrolled in accredited
colleges or universities.
Scholarship applications will be sent out
to our tenants in June. All tenants currently attending or enrolled in a postsecondary institution are encouraged to
apply.
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Every month should be Fraud

Prevention Month

Learn to Recognize the Signs of a Scam
Many scams involve a request to wire money electronically using a money transfer service, like
MoneyGram and Western Union, or using cryptocurrency, such as Bitcoin. Remember that sending a transfer through these services is like sending cash—once the amount is picked up, it's almost impossible to get your money back.

When you're selling something—especially online—be wary of how you get paid. A fraudster
may send you a counterfeit cashier's, personal or corporate cheque in an amount in excess of
what they owe. You'll be asked to deposit the cheque and wire the excess funds immediately
back to them. Once your bank realizes the cheque is a fake, you'll be on the hook for the money
withdrawn.

Be skeptical of emails, messages or websites that contain misspelled common words; grammar
errors that make it difficult to read or expressions that are used incorrectly. Email and web addresses should also be examined closely to see if there are subtle mistakes or differences.

Fraudsters may ask potential victims to provide more personal or financial information than is required for the transaction or discussion. Be suspicious if someone asks for copies of your passport, driver's license and social insurance number, or birth date, especially if you don't know the
requestor.

You might get a call from someone claiming that you have a virus on your computer, you owe
taxes or there has been fraudulent activity in your bank accounts. Know that legitimate organizations will not call you directly. Hang up and call the organization yourself using the number from a
trustworthy source, such as the phone book, their website, or even invoices and account statements.

Don't accept friend requests from people you don't know until you review their profile or ask your
real-life friends if they know them. Does their profile look fairly empty or have posts that are very
generic? Do they seem to be promising more than friendship? These are some red flags that
point to a scam. Delete that request and block future ones.
The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, managed by the RCMP, the Competition Bureau and the Ontario Provincial
Police, has plenty of information on fraud. Power up today by visiting www.antifraudcentre.ca
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1.
2.
3.
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6.

Tell everyone in the unit to leave.
Close all doors behind you.
Pull the fire alarm on your floor and yell “FIRE”.
Leave the building using the nearest stairway.
Call 9-1-1 when you are safe.
Meet the firefighters and tell them where the fire is.

Most of the time, the best thing to do in a fire is leave the building as soon as possible. But in some cases, you
may not be able to leave, and you may have to stay in your apartment. WHETHER YOU DECIDE TO STAY OR GO,
YOU MUST ACT QUICKLY AND PROTECT YOURSELF FROM THE SMOKE.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Feel the door to your unit before opening it. If it is hot, use another way out. If it is cool, leave the building immediately, using the closest stairway.
Close all doors behind you.
DO NOT use the elevator.
If you encounter smoke in the stairway, use another stairway.
If this is not an option, return to your unit, or seek shelter in another unit.
If an announcement is made throughout the building, listen carefully and follow the directions.
Call 9-1-1 and let them know where you are.

Stay in your apartment until you are rescued or until you are told to leave. This may take a long time.
DO NOT try to leave your apartment a long time after the alarm has sounded. The longer you wait, the more
risk there is that heavy smoke will have spread into stairways and corridors. Your chances of survival are less.
Keep smoke from entering your apartment. Use duct tape to seal cracks around the door and place wet towels
at the bottom. Seal vents or airducts the same way.

Call 9-1-1 and tell them where you are and then move to the balcony. Close the doors behind you.
If you don’t have a balcony, go to the most smoke-free room, close the door and seal it with tape and towels.
If necessary, open the window for fresh air.
Show emergency personnel where you are by hanging a sheet from the window or balcony.
Keep low to the floor where the air is cleaner.
Listen for instructions from authorities.

For more information please visit: www.mcscs.jus.gov.on.ca/FireMarshal
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WIGWAMEN Incorporated provides safe and affordable housing to hundreds of Aboriginal and non–
Aboriginal families, singles, and seniors throughout Toronto and Ottawa.

• The Terrace (104 units for Aboriginal seniors)
14 Spadina Road, Toronto, ON, M5R 3M4

• 20 Sewells Road (92 units for Aboriginal/non-Aboriginal individuals &

Wigwamen Head Office
23 Lesmill Road, Suite 106
Toronto, Ontario, M3B 3P6
Tel:416-481-4451
Fax: 416-481-5002

families) Scarborough, ON, M1B 3G5

• 228 Galloway Road (60 units for Aboriginal /non-Aboriginal individuals
& families) Scarborough, ON, M1E 5G6

• Pam Am (145 units for Aboriginal/ non-Aboriginal individual & families)
75 Cooperage Street, Toronto, ON, M5A 0J5

• Scattered Housing (for Aboriginal families) 214 homes located
throughout the GTA

• Place Perrault (41 units for Aboriginal/ non Aboriginal individuals &
families) 205 Eric Czapnik Way, Ottawa, K1E 0A5

• 55 Thora Avenue (20 units for Aboriginal individuals & families) Scar-

Wigwamen Maintenance

borough, ON, M1L 2P7

• 3738 St. Clair Avenue East (22 units for Aboriginal individuals & families) Scarborough, ON, M1M 1T7

If you have a maintenance issue please contact your building manager. If you do not have a building manager on
site, please call the Head Office at 416-481-4451.

Families & individuals of Aboriginal descent should fill
out Wigwamen applications that are available:

Wigwamen’s website features an online Maintenance
Request form:
www.wigwamen.com/housing/
maintenance-request-form/

In person: at Head Office, at Wigwamen Terrace

14 Spadina Road, 20 Sewells Road, or 205 Eric Czapnik Way in
Ottawa;
By mail: call 416-481-4451 to request; or

In the event of an after-hours emergency (for instance a
flood, or heating failure), please call 416-481-4451 in
Toronto or 613-805-9604 in Ottawa.

Online: at www.wigwamen.com
You must submit proof of legal status in Canada and a copy of either your Status
Card or an Affidavit of Aboriginal Descent for Housing Purposes with your application. Affidavits can be obtained from Aboriginal Legal Services of Toronto.

Non–Aboriginal Families & Individuals should fill out an
application that is available:
MEEGWETCH

In person: at Housing Connections, 176 Elm Street, near Dun-

This issue of Wigwam to Wigwam was written and
compiled by Angela Klassen-Hayes. Layout by Safa
Mahmod. Special thanks to all Wigwamen staff
that help make each issue possible.

das & University; or 205 Eric Czapnik Way in Ottawa;
By mail: call 416-981-6111 or 613-702-5358 in Ottawa to request; or

Online: at www.housingconnections.ca (Toronto) or
www.placeperrault.ca (Ottawa)
Published in April 2019 by Wigwamen Incorporated.
Printed on FSC-certified recycled paper.
© Wigwamen Incorporated

You must submit proof of legal status in Canada and your income with your application.
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