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Beginning November 1, 2009 we will be resuming our monthly tenant newsletter.  We hope 

to send out the newsletter each month to inform and entertain our tenants regarding news 

and happenings within Wigwamen and beyond.  Each month we will include pictures and 

news of events at Wigwamen, maintenance information, fun contests and giveaways, na-

tional news stories and much more! 

If you have submissions for the 

“Wigwam to Wigwam” newsletter, 

please contact: 

 

Danielle Powell 

(416) 481-4451 

dpowell@wigwamen.com 

KIDS ...look on page 8 to see how  you 
can get involved too! 

Remember to check your mailbox at the beginning of each month for the latest edition of  

Wigwamen’s “House to House” newsletter! 



IN THE NEWS  

Staggering poverty, unemployment 

and unresolved treaties are among 

the enormous challenges facing 

Shawn Atleo, the new national 

chief of the Assembly of First Na-

tions. 

Associated with poverty levels, 

overcrowding and health concerns 

is a suicide level among Aboriginal 

Canadians that is at least five times 

the national average. 

Authorities on Native issues say 

Atleo, a 42-year-old British Colum-

bia businessman and Native activ-

ist, has to focus on treaties and 

education to find solutions to the 

countless problems dogging Native 

communities across the country. 

“If there had been a recognition (of 

the treaties)...from the beginning, 

we wouldn’t be in the position we 

are in in terms of grinding poverty,” 

said Cynthia Wesley-Esquimaux, 

an assistant professor in the Abo-

riginal studies department at the 

University of Toronto. 

Chiefs of Canada’s more than 600 

status Indian bands selected Atleo 

from five candidates to succeed 

Phil Fontaine as national chief of  

the Assembly of First Nations on 

Thursday In Calgary after eight 

rounds of voting. 

Wesley-Esquimaux said because 

Canada has not recognized treaty 

obligations and is reluctant to 

share resource revenue with First 

Nations, “they are living in the 

midst of plenty and starving for 

want. That’s why it is very im-

portant this whole treaty relation-

ship happens.” 

Atleo, the former assembly vice-

chief from British Columbia, was 

not available for interviews, but he 

is on the record promising to make 

education a cornerstone of his 

three-year reign, which has been 

applauded by both Natives and 

non-Natives. 

According to a 2006 Statistics Can-

ada report, more than one million 

Aboriginals live in Canada. 

There is also growing pressure 

across the country to scrap the 

anachronistic federal Indian Act 

and replace it with something that 

is drafted in cooperation with First 

Nations communities and reflects 

their situation today. 

Indian Affiars minister Chuck 

Strahl said Atleo has 

“articulated a real passion for 

education, for the rights of Abo-

riginal people.” 

Russell Nahdee, director of the 

University of Windsor’s Aborigi-

nal Education Centre and a 

member of Walpole Island first 

Nation in southwestern Ontario, 

said he also hopes Atleo can 

transfer his experience with 

settling new treaties in British 

Columbia to the rest of the 

country, where dozens of land 

claims are unresolved. 

New Chief faces long, tough agenda; Atleo takes leadership of First Nations amid crises of poor health, 

poverty among Natives. 
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By Richard Brennan 

Article originally published  

in The Toronto Star 

July 27, 2009 
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Wigwamen’s 9th Annual Tenant Picnic 

Even though the weather was-

n’t perfect we still managed to 

have a great time at this year’s 

picnic! With great food and 

wonderful company we man-

aged to hold off the rain for 

the most of the day! 

Congratulations to this year’s door prize winner 

Joanne Wabie who won a flat screen television!  

WIGWAM TO WIGWAM 

We hope to see everyone again next year for our 

10th Annual Tenant Picnic! 

Thank you to Danielle Pow-

ell and all the Wigwamen 

Staff for hosting and organiz-

ing such a great event! 
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To make an event such as the Annual Tenant Pic-

nic a success, Wigwamen relies on donations from 

large companies. Door and bingo prizes are almost 

always donated to Wigwamen for the picnic.  This 

year, perhaps due to tough economic times for big 

companies, we received fewer donations. 

 

 

 
 

 

This year’s picnic would not have been a success if 

not for five of Wigwamen’s contractors! In total, our 

contractors donated a total of $1,800.00!  Wig-

wamen is grateful for their support and for allowing 

us to continue giving away prizes at the picnic! 

DONATIONS  
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THANK YOU!!!!!! 
 

Dan Mac Plumbing 

 

Mike DiMauro 

 

Pro Con Construction 

 

Dan Storm Heating &  

 Air Conditioning 

 

House to Home Renovations 

FLOWER POWER 2009 
All tenants are welcome to participate in Wigwamen’s annual Flower Power Contest. 

This contest gives tenants a chance to show off their gardening skills for a chance to win cash prizes!!! 

 

2009 WINNERS: 

 

  1st Place:     Tracey Pittman 

  2nd Place:    Cynthia Hashie 

  3rd Place:    Dorothy Wear & Chase,  

            Echo & Noah Maracle 

 

(ACTUAL TENANT GARDEN PHOTO) 



Scholarships  
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2009 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

Salwa Siddiqi – Entering her 1st year of a Financial Services Program at Centennial College; 
 

Ayesha Siddiqua – Entering her 2nd year of an Integrative Biology and Health Studies Program at the University of 

            Toronto 
 

Caitlyn Smith – Entering her 2nd year at Osgoode Law School 
 

Loretta Whiskeyjack – Entering her 1st year of a Social Services Worker Program at George Brown College 
 

Nancy Debassige – Entering her 2nd year of an Environmental Technician Protection and Compliance Officer  

            Program at Canadore College 
 

Tracy Annette Pittman – Entering her 1st year of a Bachelor of Health Sciences Program at Ryerson University 
 

Rickia Provo – Entering her 1st year of a General Arts and Sciences Program at George Brown College 
 

Each year Wigwamen awards scholarships to tenants enrolled in accredited colleges or universities.  
Scholarship applications are sent out in June and all tenants currently attending or enrolled in a 

post-secondary institution are encouraged to apply.   

Congratulations to this year’s scholarship recipients!   
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MAINTENANCE - BEDBUGS 

Common questions regarding bedbugs: 

 

What are bedbugs? 

Bedbugs are insects that feed on human blood often leaving itchy bites on the skin.   

Before they feed they are flat as paper and about 1/4 long. After feeding they bloat and 

turn dark red.  Their eggs are white and are about the size of a pinhead. 

 

Are bedbugs a health hazard? 

There have been no cases of bedbugs causing serious illness and they do not pose a risk 

to your health.  They are simply a nuisance and can be very itchy. Bedbug bites are 

sometimes mistaken for mosquito bites. 

 

How did bedbugs get in my home? 

Because bedbugs are so small they can hide in many places including in clothing and 

furniture.  People unknowingly bring them into their homes and don’t usually find them 

until it’s too late. 

Here are some common hiding places for bedbugs: 

 mattresses and box springs 

 bed frame and headboard 

 under/inside chairs and couches 

 area rugs and edges of carpets 

 curtains 

 baseboards, around the window and door frames 

 electrical appliances such as telephones, radios and clocks 

 bedbugs can also travel from apartment to apartment. This is why it is essential to 
report bedbugs to Wigwamen immediately to prevent the spread to other apart-
ments. 

 

What do I do if I have bedbugs in my home? 

Contact Wigwamen IMMEDIATELY!  The longer the bedbugs are in your home the 

worse the infestation will be. 

 

Why do I still have bedbugs in my home after it has been treated? 

Even after your home has been treated it is normal to continue to see live bugs for up to 

ten days. If after two weeks you are still seeing live bugs then your home will need to 

be re-treated. Clothing, drapery and bedding should also be washed to ensure that all 

bedbugs are removed from your home at the same time. 

PHOTO FROM THE  CITY OF TORONTO 

WEBSITE 

(www.toronto.ca) 

If you think you may 

have bedbugs (or any 

other pest) in your 

home it is very   

important to take  

action against it! 

 

Please contact the  

office immediately to 

report the problem! 
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FUN AND GIVEAWAYS! 
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Christmas is just around the corner and to celebrate the season we would like to emphasize  

the importance of community involvement and support! 
 

Wigwamen was graciously donated a Samsung LCD flat screen television by Appliance Canada to award to 

one of our tenants. In an effort to continue with Appliance Canada’s initiative of giving back, we would like 

our tenants to show us how they give back to their community. 

Volunteering is a wonderful way to support your community and give back! 
 

Some examples of places for you to volunteer include (but are not limited to): 

the local food bank– they are always looking for volunteers.  

     (The Sewells Road food bank can also use volunteers)  

Native Canadian Centre 

local Toronto Public Library branch 

local school or community centre 
 

In order to be eligible for this contest you must volunteer at least 4 hours of your time during the 

month of November. When you have completed your hours you must get proof from someone 

where you volunteered in the form of a letter signed by a supervisor or manager. 
 

Contact Danielle Powell at Wigwamen and provide your name, address  

and explain how you were able to support your community.   
 

You will also need to mail in your proof of volunteering letter that will act as your entry form in the contest. 
 

Everyone who submits their volunteering letter to Wigwamen by November 27, 2009  

will be entered into a draw to win a TV, 1 of 15 turkeys or 1 of 5 cookie prize packs!!! 
 

If you have any questions about this contest, please contact Danielle Powell at (416) 481-4451. 
 

GOOD LUCK AND HAPPY VOLUNTEERING! 



 

YOUR “HOUSE TO HOUSE” NEWS 
 

Wigwamen Incorporated 

#310 - 25 Imperial St. 

Toronto, Ontario 

M5P 1B9 

www.wigwamen.com 

Phone:  416-481-4451 

         Fax:   416-481-5002 

 

Each month we would like to include a piece of artwork or writing (including poems, short stories, etc.)  

in our newsletter to highlight talent amongst our youngest tenants! 

 

If you are between the ages 5 and 13 and would like to contribute your work to our monthly newsletter  

please contact Danielle Powell at (416) 481-4451. 

 

      PLEASE NOTE:  Submissions must be no bigger than 5 1/4” x 4 1/4”  

      (approximately half a piece of paper)  and should include your name,  

       address and age on the back of your work.                                      

 

We look forward to seeing all of your wonderful submissions! 

 

Check back each month to see if your artwork or writing is printed in the newsletter! 
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